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An institute was offered at Rockhurst College to give 
high school and college educators an intense and extensive contact 
with cinema in all of its aspects— filmmaking, thematic analysis, use 
in curriculum, Hollywood production, direction, independent 
filmmakers, library usage, script- writing, booking, programming, and 
the actual viewing of short and feature length films. Fifty-eight 
high school and college educators who had little or no experience 
with film study participated. Twenty- four feature films and over 
sixty short films were screened, and lectures were given by guests 
from all over the country. Four courses were offered: Marshall 
McLuhan and communications media in general, filmmaking classes and 
the problem of censorship; the relation between film and literature 
as well as the college teaching of cinema-critique courses; and the 
relationship of cinema to ethics, cultural values, television^ 
advertising, and revolution. Each participant also took P^rt in the 
creation and execution of an amateur film and developed his own plan 
and program for inplementing film education at his school or college. 
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A REPOxlT 01'! GRiu'JT ACCOUPLISHiviENTS 



Backrouad 

In the last fev/ years it had become increasingly evident that film 
and trie motion picture industry had a great deal to offer the country 
in terr-is' of hui.'ianistic education. At the same time it vras necessary to 
atoit -that film's vast potentiality v/as surpassed only by formal education's 
seemJns incapacity to deal with -it in any organized fashion or to bencfxt 
from its iiiisense povfer. This seemed to be especially the case -.tth respect 

to the middle-Avestorn section of the United States. 

V/ith this in mind, a proposal vras offered to the National Sneorrment 
for the Humanities. An institute would be offered at Rockhursu College 
for the purpose of saturating high-school and college educators with fiLn>- 
• exo<=rienceo The hone was to provide an intense but extensive contact 7fitn 
cinema in all of its aspects ~ filirr-making, thematic analysis, usage in 
curricula, holl^wfood production, direction, independent f iliTr-makers , liorary 
usage, script-vfriting, booking, programming, and the actual viewing of 
short and feature-length films. 

The tarrtet group agreed upon was high— senool and college teachers a^^ 
adminis.trators from the mid-west (i.;issouri and the eight conoiguous soates) 
v.-ho had little or no experience vfith film- education. This was somev/-hc.u 
(although not seriously) modified by the nature of the actual grant received. 
Since travel and .housing costs could not be paid by the endowment grant, 
aporoximately hnlf the participant enrollment was from the immediate j^ansas 
City area. N-^-netheless, in the ^8 participants selected, 29 cities in 9 stages 
were represented as well as 30 high schools and twenty colleges. Tv/enty of 
the participants v^ei'e also in some form of adrAinistrative office, ihe numoer 
of students v/hLch vfill be ultiiiiately reac’ned (as vrell as adults t'rrougn 
continuing education) by those attending is, needless to say, considerable. 
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Project Activities 

Thi? ^iiphasis of the Institute ’.ras placed upon the viewing and ev=. lusting 
(and, unon the reception of a 5750.00 grant from the kissouri Council on the 
Arts, on fiLm-ir.aking. Thus on every day of the tlireo v/eeks, including -v/eek- 
ends, tpere was at least one major film presentation mt’n some informal and 
formal discussion„ Twenty-four feature films v/ere screened (including: filins 
from 1925 to 1970 and from every iriajor f ilrnr-producing country), four of vhich 
were directed Federico Fellini who v/as the subject of more extended study 
during the second v^eek of the program. Over sixty short filims were snovm, 
iift7/-one of which were rental-free from the Kansas City Puolic Liorary. _ 

(As mentioned in the financial reports, four of the library films were stolen, 
aiiong others, during the third "week.) 

As an aid in understanding cinema and the motion picture industry, lectures 
were given by guests from all over the country: Sidney Lu^_ (Mev/ York), director 

of over ten major filmsj John Walsh S.J. (St. Louis), director of television 
and drama, Fellini expert; Robert Altman (Houston tele-lecture), director 
of this year's Cannes Film Festival Grand Prix h'inner, MaA.S.H. ; Rev. Patric k 
Sullivan S.J. (New York) President of the National Catholic Office of motion 
Pictures; Dennis iIcGuire (HollyY/ood-Nevf York), v;riter of screenpla::rs, incluaing 
End of the Road ; and Ben j amen Hilbert S.J. (Milwaukee) , independent fiim-maker. 

• Special courses -were offered by the four facu.lty members from t\To until four 
every afternoon. There were four sepai'ate courses that the participanos could 
select for the first v/eek; these same courses were offered as a second c^cle 
during the seoo nd vreek, thereby keeping the afternoon class sessions to small 
groups (15 members or under) . The four faculty members concentrated on different 
areas in their '‘courses'’ as well as in their major lectures to the entire group 
during the evenings of the second and third weeks : Sister Bede Sullivan’ s 
specialty \'trs Marshall McLuhan and comnunications media in general; Father 
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Vezeau’s concentration was in film-making classes and the problem of censorsnip; 
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feather Laicas's spscial area v.-as the relation betoesn film and litora^ure 
as v.-ell as the college teaching of oineraa-oritique oourses; !ir. i(avar.augh> s 
orientation was more philosophical, relating cinema to ethics, cultural 

values, television advertising, and revolution. 

€ 

rIali^Tay through the Institute, the second inajor emphasis vras stressed — 
that pi film-malcing. Each participant took part in the creating and execution 
of an amateur fi..'. (in groups of five or less - tvrenty-two films v;ere actually 
made)* Each of the faculty uiemDers, as v/ell as the part-time faculty x.iemoer 
(Sister .nr:/- Catharine, vfho has hnd much experience in film-making, expscially 
vd-th Junior High ghetto studenus) advised the various groups. As is point/ed 
out in the participant evaluation and our ov.n evaluation, uhis part Ox the 
program could have been more advantageously structured and Started earlier. 
^Nonetheless, this was one of the most successful aspects of the program. 

Finally, during the last vfeek, each of the participants developed his 
ovm plan and program for implimenting film education in his educational 
institution. These schema have been Xeroxed and included as part oi our 

report. 



Results 

The most imaediate result is that the Institute took place. Local 
newspapermen and businessmen were impressed and excited by the nature of 
the program and the distinguished visitors. All of the visitors, on tne 
oPher hand,” mentioned that the Institute was one of the most impressive, 
thorough, and extensive they had seen. Influential but inexperienced educators 
from fifty different educational institutions had been reached. Of the people 
taking the course for credit, forty^four curriculum proposals and sug-esuions 
-vere offered. All of the participants were given articles on library-film 
cooperation, student film-making, short-film bibliographies, distribution 



Report: 



and rental cost lists, cinema-book annotated bibliographies. -^-Imost one 
hundred *fili:is 'vere seenj tv;enty-one short films v^ere made vdiich could oe 
bro'-gl-.t back to their schools^ fiLm-directors, ^icript\'/riters, critics, and 
a psyc’noanalyst-film- critic were consulted on a open discussion basis. 

‘The lone— term results vfill be more difficult to estimate. One 
follovr-up letter is planned for sending to the participants at the end of 
the su:.’mer to remind them the their hopes for implimenting film- education 
in their curricula. Subsequent to that letter, a questionaire -and more 
.distant- range evalv.ation mil be suggested at the end' of the farsu semester 
in Jannar:^^ or February. Until that time, it will be impossible to determine 
soecific ”soin— offs*’ from the Film, instxtut/e. 

liote; the di_Lferent curricula plans ^s vrell as vai^^’ing material given 
to the participants are all included in our full report package. Please 
m.ilce s-voecial note of the final schedule for the Instioute in order to see 
the structure and accomplishments of the actual program itselx during t/ne 
three weeks. 

In General, we now have fifty-eight educators in the mid-west add 
esoecially the Missouri- Kansas area vrho have both positions of relative 
Irportance in their schools and strategic significance in many of the 
sr<ialler towns and communities and who are able to impliment xiLa education 
within the context cf the humanities for secondar^r, higher, and corioinuing 
education. For many of them, it has been their first film exr)enence5 for 
all of them, we can be sure, it will not be their last. 
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_ :^tat u s ^ participants in the Institute maintained that a program such . 

as this must be continued, and perhaps on two levels': a) a repetition of this 
sa:r.e Institute and b) the initiation of a higher level of siudj/- and f ilm-;ra.king, 
The second level seems at this time to be out of the question. A repetition 
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of a siiiLlar Institute ne:ct snuiicr luif^ht vrell be possib].e, especially in 
the light of eicnerience gained as faculty and adj.iinistrators of the nrogram. 
People in the f iL^i industry have already expressed interest^ a group in 
St. Louis vrould like to consider such a prograifi there; many vdno did not 

o 

attend this summer expressed a desire to do sc next "/V.ar; all of the facult:/ 
members vrere enthusiastic about a repetition of the institute. 

There are tvTO immediate problems, 1) It could not be offered vrithout 
a Frant. This nroFram ouite siirnly v;ould not have been offered v;ithout 
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ti-ie National Sndov.Tr.ent . Moreover, if it could not be offered vrith the 
resources, the intensity, and the ex-panse as it had this sumir.er, the benefits 
of the institute •'vouJLd be so limited as to be negligible. (Nonetheless, it 
should be noted that many of the participants said that teachers, upon hearing 

I • , • 

of the quality of the program, vrould certainly be Trilling':' to ps. 7 / a tuition 
for s^ich a course.) 2) The second problem deals v/ith the tvro administrators, 
jince the program began iirmediately after the spring semester, it T^as an 
ex'nauGPing experience in structuring, planning, budgeting, booking, mailing, 
and secretaris.! work. Neither of the directors at the present time feel 
up to offering the program next summer. It often involved l^-l 6 hour vrork- 
days. Nonetheless, some possibilities suggest themselves: 

a) searching for tvro directors to handle the grant proposal, planning, 
and administration. 

b) having a four-hour-per-day pervSonal secretary for the directois. 

c) realizing that a great deal of the time and energy/- vras caused by 
the fact 'it vras the first time in administrat5.on for either of 
the directors and the first time such an institute vras offeree., 

A repetic-ion next year vrould not approach the difficulty and doubt 
of the first time. 
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Personal Svaluation.*and Suggestion of Changes (an ev.aluation b^r the participants 
' ■ " ’ . is included as an aopendio:) 



Only negative points of evaluation and change are here suggesoed. 

1 . hai-iling of initial brochures should be raailed as early as possible, 
at least by late luarcn. The mailing list should also be broader 
in scope, and an effort should be made to mail the brochures to 
■oarticular teachers. ^ 
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2. i'he rrant budfrao proposal should include - 'plOOO for^fiXn-rripici^^^ 

It, ^^ouid also include board and travel exnenses for the faculoy. 

•Altiiourh not necessary, it vj-ould be helpful especially lor snail 
ta^rn tca-chers vrith families — to nave some stipend or ao leaso uravel 
eXTjense for the particinants. 

3. Fili-.’.-nriln,T should be^in after the first_ three days. Thers should be 
ZrTrirPiiufalir room for the use oi participants in editing, t.htlin^, 
aniimtion, etc. All nachinery should be insured, (in an itemized polio:/;. 

A nev/ film-Toroces.sing company should be used, more editors, csimrras 

and sr^li o'rojectors- should be rented (depend-:.ng upon the size oi 
Tgra^^ or the possibility of a laboratory fee). 

U ALL FILiS VvhlTCH ARE RENTED FOH VILinHG SHOULD ^3E Il'lSURED Id AI\I ITiav.IZSD 

' * INSUR.-i^CE POLICY. Vfe had :^3j000.00 vrorth of liln stolen. 

5. more film-book publishers should be contacted for displa:/s, ai:d at an 
earlier date . 

6. Perhaos the institute should be four vreeks long. ^This is ^p:ested 
for better f ilm-inal<ing possibilities and greater inoimacy a^ong the 
p ai'ticipants . 

7 Altv'oucrh three narties -^Tere given for the group, such parties might 

offered on cl-mus - at the cost of the grant-fund and the nost-college, 



Additi onal Information 

The grant and institute received excellent pu elicit:/ from the Kans.?,s 
City der/spapers. (One feature article on Sidney Lumet is included in the 

folden) 

A grant of $7^0.00 ^vas received from the Missouri Council of the Arts. 
Although the funds themselves have not arrived as yet, the Council has oeen 
most heloful — esoscially Sister i.:ary Catharine as a part ti.T:e faculty member, 
GXfts of private screenings (or re'duction rates) were contriouted by 
local :..otion Picture Corporations and theater chains. 

The Kansas City Public Library was most helpful in planning the 
progrrjis of short films. A list of saao of the fiLns sh.own is included 

as an aiwendix. 
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Final on Imnortance of Propoct and brinf .^nin iar?/- 
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If ono'G f^oai is to onhancc and reinforce the hununnities on a level 
•that is both broad in perspective and penetrating in 'depth — in other 
wrrds, on a level that will reach into the lives of man y people, it vrill 
become increasingly evident that one must deal v;ith bo'.'-h the media and 
the education system at large. Film in particular r.f a cultural and 
national force in that it helps mirror rxational self consciousness and 
takes part in molding future images of man (especially as exemoliiied in 
literature, drama, art, and television). Education and educators must 
deal with such a cultural phenomenonj and they must have the critica.1 
and creative institunents by which they can enlist the potentialities 
of the film media. Education, as a living organic structure, through ■ 
teachers and administrators, must learn the language of cinema so as not 

•r* 

to fear it, ignore it, or feel compelled to coifpete vdth it. Film is 
a new language; and as such, it is not a competitor. Bather mt is an 
enhancement of man's understanding of and speaking about himself. 

Such w'ere the theoretical specifics of the goal of ”An institute '-on 
Ldtoracy in the Language of Film.” 

Practically, such goals entailed tv;o necessities: (a) "reading" the 
language: seeing countless films, discussing them, reading books, speaking 
with fiLm-mok-ers, thematically anal^/aing directors and (b) "speaking" the 
lang-aage: the actual ma king of films, experiencing the gt’oup effort of 
film production, learning the feel of the camera, the lenses, the lighting 
mechanisms, aiid discovering the hiciden "grammar" of editing, sound tracks, 
and montage. 

The goals and the practical; necessities, it seems, were met with considerable 
success. Fifty-seven educators , who had not had much pi-evious exposure to 
film, learned film's language — "reading" it and "speaking" it. They have 
s-een its cultural and national implicatic.is; .they ha.ve become familiarized 
^ 7/ith it; and they have planned to impli’.;isnt its povfer in their ovm educational 
insmitutioriS. If this is indeed the case, the Institute has accomplidied much. 



Note? After conferririg “.vith the faculty members ar.d the Director, 
the Assistant Director of the Ins>^itute made out this report to the hational 
rhdoivment. Hopefully from these reflections a future article will emerge 
"Which could be published in an educational quarterly# 



for Rev. Robert R. Lakes S.J, 



John Francis Kavanaugh S.J. 
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Please address corresponden.ee concerning 
this report to itr. JoVlti Kavanaugh S.J. 

Sajiit Louis University 
3701 Lindell 
St. Louis, Missouri " 
63108 
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